THE  STATES GENERAL OF  1614-1615
The States General of 1614 were faced by grave prob-
lems. But they may then have seemed less clearly defined
than they do in retrospect; it generally happens that in
large assemblies the multiplicity of detail stifles the ques-
tions of really capital importance, which are obscured,
and everything is brought down to the common level of
confusion and chatter. Only a few penetrating minds
achieve a proper view of this chaos, but that is not enough
to give them strength to act. From the point of view of
France, the States General of 1614 could not reach any
positive result. Nicolas Pasquier did not hesitate, in an
energetic letter to the Queen, to write: 'Through these
examples you will know beyond a doubt that this assembly
of the States has produced only paper wealth and some
practical evils. ... A secret which you must learn is never
to call the States, especially during the King's minority,
when there is a prince who, to have a following wind in
the midst of a people, can make himself a faction leader.'
And he told her further: 'All these individual men, return-
ing to their provinces, will serve as torches to light new
flames and start fresh troubles.5
These were wise words, and would be borne out by
facts, but Marie de Medici, though capable of whims and
intrigue and fury, was too weak in energy and authority
to stand up against the determination of the princes, who
expected much from the discontents which they had been
assiduous in keeping alive. But they had not contrived to
prevent the elections from being manipulated according
to the desires and indications of the Queen-Mother and her
advisers: the majority among the deputies was definitely
monarchic, and the government, which first agreed to
hold the meeting at Sens, felt strong enough to summon it
to meet in the capital itself on October 26,
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